Charlton, Hamilton and Cross (1986) , and Cross, Hamilton and Charlton (1986) Figure   2 presents the annual patterns of discharge from 1970 to 1982 . During 1972 , 1974 , 1976 and 1981 to 1982.
-6 -As phosphorus and nitrogen are the primary nutrients which have been shown to stimulate the growth of aquatic plants (Wetzel 1975; Hamilton et al. 1981) , these variables were studied in detail. ).
The findings for an exemplary site (M3R) are presented in Figure 5 . Macrophytes mobilize appreciable amounts of nutrients by uptake from sediments and absorotion from the water. Thus, the future of macrophyte biomass depends upon not only the physical condition of the river, but also the chemical make-up of the river water and sediment.
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